Celebrating 30 years of community, trust, and excellence.

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF DOHA
ADMISSIONS GUIDE

RESPECT | HONESTY | RESPONSIBILITY | COMPASSION
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Identity Statement

The American School of Doha is an independent, U.S.
accredited, college preparatory school, committed to
providing educational excellence, through a standards-
based, internationally enriched American curriculum,
serving a multicultural student body.

Mission

The American School of Doha is committed to the
intellectual and personal development of our students,
inspiring and empowering them to become positive,
active global citizens.

Vision

ASD is a future-focused community where learning is...
collaborative
fun and engaging
extended beyond walls
creative to foster innovation
sustained by responsible practices
data-informed and evidence-based
authentic, solving real-world problems
encouraged in a technology-enhanced environment
ASD is...where students are encouraged to extend their
own learning

Ouvur Values

Respect ¢ Honesty ¢ Responsibility ¢ Compassion

Welcome to the American School of Doha

ASD Values

Respect

Respect is a cornerstone value, which every person at
ASD must display. There are many ways to show respect.
It is very important to listen and to try to understand the
other person’s opinion and point-of-view.

Students can show respect to teachers by arriving to
class ontime with allthe needed equipment (notebook,
calculator, textbook, etc.) ready to participate in class
and learn. Students can be respectful of the school
by adhering to the ASD values of Respect, Honesty,
Responsibility and Compassion.

Honesty

Honesty is expected from each person at ASD. Students
display honesty by doing their own homework, submitting
their own work for assessment and bringing to the teacher
or school administration information about dishonest
acts.

Students who are dishonest will receive the appropriate
consequence from the division administration.

Responsibility

ASD students must take responsibility for their actions and
behave appropriately at school and school events. A main
goal for ASD is to help students become caring responsible
citizens ready to make a contribution to society.

Students display responsibility by doing their homework,
coming to class on time, picking up after themselves and
finding ways to make a positive contribution to the school
and the community.

Compassion

ASD students need to be compassionate to the needs of
others. Students can display compassion by helping new
students feel welcome, by respecting the opinions and
ideas of others and by volunteering time to a community
service project.

Students can display compassion by helping a classmate
understand the homework - not allowing the classmate
to copy the work, but by explaining the work so she/he is
better able to understand the concepts being taught.

It is very important that every ASD student and staff
member display the ASD values on a regular, daily basis. If
everyone works towards these values, ASD will continue
to be a wonderful place to learn and grow.



Office of Admissions

Welcome to the American School of Doha.

Established in 1988, the American School of Doha (ASD) is an independent, U.S. accredited, college preparatory
school committed to providing educational excellence, through a standards-based, internationally enriched
American curriculum, serving a multicultural student body. Today, with over 2,200 students, representing more
than 80 countries, ASD is recognized as one of the leading, non-profit international schools in the world. We are
proud of the legacy we have built and pleased that you are considering becoming part of our community of learners.

| encourage you to peruse our website, as it will provide you with a glimpse of our involved administrators,
talented faculty and students, and spectacular campus. You will also find detailed information regarding our ASD
community, curriculum, course descriptions, and activities. As a teacher, administrator, and parent of two, | can
honestly say that | am excited that my children attend this school. ASD is a learning-focused school; it is a school
where the feel of community is real, and where children learn and develop in a safe, nurturing, creative
atmosphere, in the presence of very dedicated educators who teach in a professional manner.

Your inquiry regarding admission to ASD is important to us. We understand the importance of your decision when it
comes to finding the right school for your children. We want the admissions process to be clear and our communication
to be welcoming, helpful, and responsive. If you would like more information and/or to begin the admissions process,
please fill out our online inquiry form. Should you be visiting Doha or arriving soon, we encourage you to contact us via
email at admissions@asd.edu.qa or phone at +974 4459 1511 in order to make arrangements for a school tour. Due to
scheduling and security purposes, we do encourage an arranged appointment prior to your visit.

We look forward to meeting you and assisting your family, as you become a part of the legacy that is ASD!
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Scott Barnwell Lara Fadayel Mona Soliman
Director of Admissions Admissions Coordinator Registrar
sbarnwell@asd.edu.qa Ifadayel@asd.edu.qa msoliman@asd.edu.ga



Apply to the American School of Doha

When a candidate applies to the American School of Doha
(ASD), we use our Mission, Vision, Values, and Admissions
policy to determine whether our school will be the right
fit for the candidate and his/her family. We want to ensure
that the student will have a successful experience at ASD
and beyond. To apply, visit our website at:
https://asd.sch.qa.
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Application Process

ASD is open to receive applications from all candidates,
regardless of race, gender, religion or ethnic background.
Applicants will be screened and admitted or denied
admission through the admissions process by the
designated divisional Admissions committees. Qualified
candidates are those that meet specific criteria as
outlined, and will be accepted in accordance with the
described priority sequence.

Step 1: Make an Online or On-Campus Visit

The ASD website (https://asd.sch.qa) offers detailed
information about our school and the admissions process.
From the home page, you can select and view information
about each division (Lower Elementary, Upper Elementary,
Middle School, High School). You can also find information
about curriculum, programs offered, photo galleries,
student/parent handbooks, and more.

One of the best ways to gain a feel for our community is by
visiting our campus. For this reason, we encourage families
to schedule a trip to Doha and make an appointment with
the Office of Admissions for a campus tour.

Please contact the Office of Admissions via admissions@
asd.edu.qa or phone, +974 4459 1511.

During your visit, we will refer to the application contents
and explain the application process, as well as our school
programs, services, and daily routines. We also welcome
any questions you may have before, during, and after your
visit about ASD and our school community.

Step 2: Complete the ASD Online Inquiry Form

Being considered for enrollment to ASD begins with
submission of the Online Inquiry Form via our website at

https://asd.sch.ga. This form provides our office with
demographic information about your child and family,
which enables us to send along a link to the
electronic application. Applicants seeking admission to
ASD are strongly encouraged to apply as early as
possible, as applications are accepted beginning on
August 1 of each year.

Step 3: Complete & Submit ASD Application Forms

Online application forms must be completed and
submitted in full in order for a file to be considered
and/or processed. This includes the paid application
fee of QR 500. All records and documents must be
submitted in English. Translated/certified copies of
records must show an official stamp from the
translator. Records from local government schools may
be submitted in Arabic.

Step 4: Admission Evaluation & Assessment

Candidates apply to ASD from many different
countries with a wide range of educational systems and
curriculums. Therefore, the candidate’s age, previous
academic report cards, admissions assessment, and a
review of all pertinent educational documentation are
used to ensure that the candidate is a match for our
school, as well as placed in the appropriate grade level.
Applicants are invited for an admission assessment
based on our Board prioritization sequence and seat
availability. The initial assessment does not guarantee
a place at the school nor that a seat will be held for any
student.

ASD reserves the right to contact schools
previously attended in order to validate records
provided and/or inquire about the candidate in
question.

Step 5: Wait Pool/ Offer of Placement

If a candidate meets all admission criteria and qualifies
for acceptance in a grade level or program that has
reached capacity, then he/she will be placed in a waiting
pool for that particular academic year. The Director of
Admissions will send notification to the parents.

Due to the school’s admission prioritization sequence,
an applicant’s position in the wait pool may change as
subsequent applicants qualify and are placed into
the waiting pool based on our prioritization sequence
and date of application. When a seat does become
available, parents will be notified and will receive a
formal letter of acceptance from the Director of
Admissions.
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Decision to Deny Admission

The school may decide to deny admission to a candidate
when there are concerns about behavior, achievement,
social/emotional stability; and/or when a candidate’s
English language proficiency is not commensurate with
the grade level for which they are applying. Admission
may also be denied when the school is unable to offer
a program to adequately meet an individual student’s
learning needs. Notification of the decision to deny
admission will be sent to the parents from the Director of
Admissions.

Admissions Prioritization Sequence

Qualified children of U.S. Embassy diplomatic personnel
and ASD personnel are assured places at the school.

Prioritization sequence for all other candidates:

1. Children of ASD sponsored employees, U.S. Embassy
staff and Corporate Sponsors

2. Siblings of currently enrolled students who are
children of:

a. Active duty command sponsored U.S. Military

b. American and/or Qatari passport holders who
also hold an American or Qatari passport

3. Children of Active Duty Command Sponsored U.S.
Military

4. American and/or Qatari passport holders and
children of Qatari passport holders

5. Other siblings of children enrolled at ASD
6. Children of ASD Alumni
7. Other qualified children as space permits

** Within each of the above categories, firstin line is based
on date/time of payment of application fee. However, ASD
retains the right to make admissions decisions in the best
interest of the school.

**All children arerequired to meet minimum qualifications
assessed in line with grade of entry. The following
prioritization is subject to grade level caps of 20% Qatari
passport holders, and 20% for students requiring English
as an Additional Language (EAL) support.

Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 2

e - O

After the Office of Admissions makes an initial review
of the completed application, Pre-Kindergarten through
Grade 2 candidates are invited for a screening based on
our prioritization sequence. These face-to-face screenings
take place during the spring of each year, as well as
throughout the academic year based on seat availability.

Grades 3 - 12

Candidates applying for Grades 3 - 12 are invited (based
on our prioritization sequence) to take the Measurement
of Academics Progress (MAP) assessment. Candidates
will be assessed in both reading comprehension and
mathematics, as well as asked to submit a written essay.

Candidates may also submit current standardized
assessment scores, which may be used in place of an
onsite admission assessment.

We are committed to making every effort to guide your
family through our process, and to ensure that the
experience is a valuable, informative and enjoyable one
for both you and your child(ren).

Please don’t hesitate to contact us.
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Support Services

Our goal is to provide support and services to all students
who meet our admission criteria so that each learner
achieves and enjoys learning within the regular academic
program with minimal assistance or accommodations.

While all students are registered in mainstream classes
and academic programs, ASD provides support services
for children with minor learning challenges as divisionally
appropriate. Whenever possible, any support services
that a child may require is determined and communicated
before the admission decision is confirmed.

If a child is currently receiving special services, such
as learning resource instruction, remedial teaching,
occupational therapy, speech/language therapy, or seeing
an educational specialist outside of the regular classroom,
please advise us at the beginning of the application
process.

Qualified students will be provided services on the
basis of records received, previous placement, current
assessments, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP),
psycho-educational evaluation, and the Admission
Committee’s recommendation, which can be made up
of the Director of Admissions, Principals, Counselors,
Learning Specialists, or English as an Additional Language
(EAL) teachers.

Learning Support

The Learning Support program provides academic support
for those students with learning challenges. It is a broad-
based program, offering support to students in areas of
need and remediation, as well as providing strategies
and accommodations to classroom teachers and parents.
Students may be eligible to receive support (i.e. push-
in, pull-out, or co-teaching models) which take place in
the regular school setting. All students are registered in
regular classes and must be able to access and benefit
from the curriculum with minimal support.

English as an Additional Language
(EAL) Support

ASD offers support in EAL for students in Grade 1 - 8. The
program offers learners an enriched, language immersion
education in which English is the primary language of
instruction. An academic level of English proficiency is our
ultimate instructional goal.

e The number of places in the EAL program are limited.

e EAL applicants must have a positive performance
record from their previous school.

e An EAL admissions screening may be required for a
student who is a non-native speaker of English.



Health and Wellness

ASDvalues healthand well-being. Our programs encourage
an active, healthy lifestyle that includes physical exercise,
regional, and international travel, with involvement in
service learning activities.

As a condition of admission, all students must undergo a
physical examination using the prescribed form found in
our application. This form must be signed, stamped, and
dated by the examining physician (not the parent) and
submitted with the application.

Our Board policy #7.701 regarding Vaccination and
Immunization states, “ Each student admitted to ASD
must present a copy of the original “Certificate of
Immunization” such as the World Health Organization
certificate attesting to the immunizations the student
has received. These immunizations must be current. The
record will be kept by the school nurse who will advise
parents whenever further immunizations are required.”

The immunization requirements are as follows

1. Aseries of 5 Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus
vaccinations

2. Aseries of 4 Polio vaccinations
A series of 3 Hepatitis B vaccinations

4. A vaccination suite (2 doses) of Measles, Mumps,
and Rubella (MMR)

5. Mantoux (TB test)/or BCG

Tuberculosis Screening

This screening is required for all students entering ASD.
The requirement can be met by a Mantoux (Tb) test taken
within the past 12 months of the application. If there has
been a previous positive TB test, then a chest x-ray taken
within one year of the application must be presented.

Exceptions

The Mantoux (Tb) test or chest x-ray are waived only if the
student has had a BCG vaccination within the last 5 years
(documentation needed), or they have been treated for
Latent Tb as indicated in certifiable medical records.

School Fees

Annual school fees consist of tuition and capital fee. For
successful applicants, a non-refundable, non-transferable
registration fee will also be invoiced upon acceptance.

e Parents are responsible for prompt payment of all
school fees, regardless of whether fees are paid by
the parent or his/her employer.

e All tuition and fee payments are due and payable
prior to the start of each academic semester.

e |f payments are not made within two weeks of the
due date, a student may not be permitted to attend
class.

o Afull-term tuition fee will be assessed for the semester
during which enrollment occurs, regardless of when it
occurs within the semester.

e Tuition is billed on a yearly basis for those students
sponsored by a company.

e Individuals who pay privately are billed on a semester
basis.

e Should a student withdraw, tuition fees will be
reimbursed on a quarter basis. Refunds are not
granted to students of corporations or organizations;
rather the tuition will be transferred to a new incoming
student from that same corporation or organization.

e Fees may be paid by
e Bank Wire Transfer
e Check

Fee Schedule

To confirm the applicable Tuition and Capital Fees, please
consult the yearly School Policies and Fees
document link under Admissions at https://asd.sch.qa.

Questions and Comments

Questions and comments regarding tuition or fee
payments should be addressed in writing to the Director
of Finance and Operations, Mrs. Patricia Foster at
patriciafoster@asd.edu.gqa or by phone to the
Business Office at +974 4459 1572.


mailto:patriciafoster%40asd.edu.qa?subject=

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: How does ASD place students coming from schools that have a different academic year, such as those
in the Southern Hemisphere?

A: A student coming from a country such as Australia, for example, will complete a grade/year in December. If that
student applies to ASD and enters during the second semester, then he/she would enter the grade level that he/she
just completed in Australia. A student is not promoted to a given grade level without completing the first semester of

that grade level. Students who apply from a British system will be placed according to age, our admissions assessment,
and/or the number of years that his/her submitted school records indicate.

Q: When will applications no longer be accepted or processed for a given school year?

A: The American School of Doha has a rolling admissions process, meaning that we will continue to process and admit
candidates as seats become available. If a grade level or support program is at capacity, then placement is dependent
on seat availability. Towards the end of each semester, pending applicants and those in our qualified waiting pools are
asked if they would like to have their applications/files rolled over to be considered for the next academic year.

Q: How old does my child have to be in order to apply for the Pre-Kindergarten program?
A: Candidates must turn four years of age by August 31 of the year in which they intend to be admitted.

Q: When should | submit an application for admission to ASD?

A: Families are encouraged to make initial contact with the Office of Admissions and complete the Online Inquiry
Form (https://asd.sch.ga) as early as possible, or after August 1 each year. Plans for a move do not need to be secure
in order to complete the initial inquiry.

Q: Do | need to have all my application documents submitted?

A: An application file is incomplete and will not be reviewed until the Office of Admissions has received all supporting
educational documentation, and the application fee.

Q: Does the school offer admissions priority to some applicants?

A: Yes, please refer to the prioritization structure outlined in this document or visit our website at https://asd.sch.qa/
admissions/application-process/.

Q: Can we meet with an individual principal, teacher or counselor during our tour/visit to the school?

A: Due to the high number of applicants each year, and to ensure that learning is not compromised, applicants cannot
always meet faculty or staff outside of the Office of Admissions. If there are questions that we cannot answer, then we
will do our best to arrange for a separate meeting in order to respond to any questions or concerns raised by a visiting
family.

We welcome your visit and we look forward to providing you with an individualized tour.
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